
 
 

Friday 24th April 2020 

Principal’s Message 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

This has been an exciting week for everyone at Manchester Academy as we began our formal, online 
Academy timetable. The number of students taking part in lessons has grown throughout the week and so 
many students have welcomed the return to a timetable and connecting with their teachers again. Please 
explain to your son/daughter that the lessons are not optional – it is like attending school normally: 
you have to be there so you don’t miss out on the learning and can make excellent progress.  
As we move into the fifth week of students working at home it is important that we both recognise the 
efforts of those students who have adopted an “excellent” attitude to learning” whilst encouraging those 
who need to improve their approach. To support both pupils and parents we have re-written our “Attitude 
to Learning’ grades to reflect the qualities learners need to demonstrate in online learning.  Students who 
are judged as an “Excellent Learners” consistently:  
 

        Get up in the morning, just like on a normal school day then following a daily routine of 
joining online lessons, alongside using their other time to complete the work stored in the remote 
learning area.  

         Produce their best work in terms of presentation but also of a standard that is in line with their ability.  

         Communicate with their teachers: they ask questions that aid their learning in on-line lessons or via e-
mail, they share their work to meet all deadlines.  

         Engage with their community: when online they are polite to others, they watch our weekly assemblies, 
they take part in enrichment activities and maybe of most importance they are help out at home.  

 

Please sit down and discuss the attached ATL document with your children, ask them how they would grade 
themselves, if you agree they are an “Excellent Learner” congratulate and praise them, but if they are judge 
themselves to  “Require Rapid Improvement” or as “Inadequate Learner” make a  plan with them detailing 
how they will improve.  
Teachers are similarly judging students’ “Attitude to Remote Learning”, where it is excellent we will reward 
them with ATL badges and prize draws on our return to school, but in the meantime we plan to give “Love to 
Shop” vouchers on a weekly basis to our “Home Learning Heroes”- those students who continue to produce 
excellent work in this testing time.  Where we judge that students’ work ethic needs to improve we will 
contact you to offer support.  
This is a new world for all of us and we appreciate it takes some getting used to, nevertheless we expect 
Manchester Academy students to be excellent learners, so we won’t be lowering our expectations just 
because students are not in school. I have teenagers at home and know it can be hard to motivate them 



 
 

sometimes, so I am really grateful for your support. Next week we will be launching the Manchester 
Academy YouTube channel so this will be another way of students engaging with the Academy.  
 
Stay safe and keep well,  
 

 

Mr J Eldon, Principal 

 

 
 

The 95% 
 
How do we know who the 95% are? ‘Attitude to Learning’ scores every half term: 
ATL average: 
 
ATL Average: 1 - 1.5 Green 
ATL Average: 1.5 – 2.1 Amber 
ATL Average: 2.1 – 3 Red 
 
Rewards ATL1: 
  

 Badge 

 Online vouchers etc. 



 
 

 
 
Year 7 Update  

This week Year 7 have continued to make me incredibly proud. They have taken the start of the formal E-

Learning timetable in their stride and have attended and engaged with their online lessons, showing 

maturity and dedication. We have had excellent attendance this week for E-Lessons and I would like to push 

for even better attendance in the coming week so that Year 7 can secure the position as the best year group 

when learning from home as well as in school! With this said, please check in with your children and ask 

them if they are accessing the online learning and how it is going for them. If you are encountering any 

issues with your child accessing the online learning platform, please visit the school website where there is a 

parent and student guide which explains how to access all the necessary platforms. 

Online safety and taking responsibility when online are incredibly important to us as an Academy and 

therefore I mentioned the importance of online etiquette to students in this week’s E-Assembly which I was 

delighted to see students taking on board. They were communicating with their teachers in a professional 

manner, asking insightful and thought-provoking questions. Keep this up Year 7! Remember, we must ensure 

we are the ‘best we can be’ even when we are communicating via a computer. 

Stand-out stars has been running over the Easter holidays and I challenged students to engage with me in 

multiple ways including via email, Microsoft Teams and through Form Tutors. I am delighted to announce 

the winners of the Stand-out star prizes for the first week of Easter as: 

 Vanessa Ahmed 
 Farah Radhi 
 Grace Swash 
 Aisha Shego 

 

 Adil Ali 
 Hasna Mukhtar Bashe 
 Zahra Abuukar Al 

 

To be in with a chance of winning Stand out star and a prize, students need to be regularly checking my 
weekly E-Assemblies and completing the challenges! 

I would like to again thank the parents and carers who are continuing to support students at home with E-
Learning, but I would also like to thank the Year 7 team in this week’s bulletin. All the Year 7 Form Tutors 
have worked very hard over Easter to prepare quizzes and activities which they will be running for their 
forms, as well as maintaining regular contact and checking in with their students. 

The staff are working relentlessly at Manchester Academy to ensure that students have access, not only to 
work, but engaging activities as well as any support they may need. It was with this in mind that I asked 
students to show gratitude to their teachers this week and say a great big “thank you” for all the support, 
advice and guidance they are receiving. The idea of expressing gratitude and communicating with staff 
regularly is a big part of what will form the Academy’s distance learning ATL criteria and I am very excited to 
award so many Year 7’s ATL1 in the future as they are already showing these qualities. 

I am aware that many of our families will be observing Ramadan from this week, so I wish you the best with 
this. Thank you for a fabulous week and stay safe. 

A reminder that I am always here for both parents and students to contact so please get in touch! 

Miss Tregelles. 



 
 

 

Year 8 Update 

Dear Year 8, 

In case you were wondering where I have been, I have been on jury service for nearly all of last term on a 

High Court case. 

Things are difficult now, but we must remain focused. We must remain helpful and supportive of each other. 

You need to try your best, we ALL need to be online and learning.  

We must all get used to using Microsoft Teams. Keep watching my assemblies as it will give you vital 

information over the coming weeks. Keep safe, be nice to each other and get online! 

I look forward to speaking with you next week. 

Mr Boyle. 

 

Year 9 Update  

Dear Year 9, 

I would like to start by thanking all the students that have been in contact with myself, Mr Hurst, and Mrs 
McMullen to get their GCSEs options back to us – you are superb! If you have not provided us with your 
options for next year, could you please do so this week. An email with a picture of your options will suffice to 
either Mr Hurst, Mrs McMullen, or me. If this is not possible, please be available to answer phone calls home 
that you will receive from us over the coming weeks. 

During these uncertain times, the meaning and importance of ‘routine’ can become quite hazy. As we have 
been stripped away from our usual routine, we might find it difficult to readjust to our new daily routine. 
This week, Manchester Academy has started its voyage into the world of virtual teaching with many of you 
logging into Microsoft Teams to engage with lessons.  
 
I’d like to give a special shout out to Watcharapol Fasathidsoonthorn during Mr Clarke’s lesson along 
with Ibrahim Butt, Murtaza Chohan, Ayub Abdullahi, Ayaan Amir, Jelanil Blake and Rhyhan Naser in Ms 
Tregelles’ lesson – you are making great progress. Well done! 
 
‘’Look for magic in the daily routine’’ – Lou Barlow 
 
This quote takes me back to the word ‘routine’.  
 
You have all received the Manchester Academy virtual timetable which provides you with clear instructions 
when your virtual lessons will commence along with which subject you should be attending on Microsoft 
teams. Maintaining a good routine is imperative as it sets you up in a positive manner for the day and helps 



 
 

you maintain a healthy well-being. Within my assembly this week I provided you with a morning routine 
timetable that you could use to achieve a good routine: 
 

 
 
Finally, I would like to thank you all for keeping in contact with your teachers – we are always happy to hear 
from you and we are always here to help you. Thank you again to all the students that has been engaging 
responsibly with our online lessons. 
Stay positive, stay motivated and stay safe. 
 
Mr Thomas 
 

Year 10 Update  

What a week! As you are aware we launched our virtual learning on Monday morning with pupils being 
required to log onto Microsoft Teams where they are being taught online by their subject teachers.  
Year 10 had the most participants, in comparison to other year groups, in their English lessons this week. 
Whilst there were a few hiccups with pupils finding the correct group on Monday, it's been really successful 
so far with students engaging and working really hard! I have emailed each teacher for feedback and have 
received so many names of pupils in our year group who have been consistently working from home, 
showing great effort and diligence during this time; well done to them and thanks to all our parents who are 
supporting with this.  
Special mentions go to: Fallon, Ruqiya, Samuel, David, Lanik, Farhan T, Abdimalik H, Hamza F, Hamza H, 
Leticia, Zarah, Fajar, Ihtasham, Alessio, Mohammed Usman, Mussab, Fahed and Alind! Keep up the good 
work; your teachers and I are so proud of you! This is what I need to see from TEAM HENZ! 
 
In my E-Assembly this week, I spoke about the importance of Online Etiquette and how important it is to 
remember that we are part of an educational platform. During the first couple of weeks of the school 
closures, I'd noticed some less than appropriate comments and conversations on Teams with a very small 
minority of our year 10 students. I am thrilled to see that this has completely disappeared and I am only 
witnessing positive, thoughtful comments now. I have also had a comedy moment with Mr Eldon this week 
from an email sent by a student; we may need to look at teaching etiquette and correct email 'speak' on our 



 
 

return. Please encourage your children to keep in contact with us via email, we love to hear from them and 
the banter is truly missed! 
 
On Tuesday I sent a presentation to your children regarding Personal Statements for their college 
applications. I have chosen to start this now so that we not only get a head start on Year 11 but also, as a 
great way to engage your children with something extra to their studies. I am so happy to have already 
received a number of first drafts. At present only approximately a third of the year group have accessed the 
presentation, please encourage them to log on and complete this. Deadline for first drafts is Tuesday 12th 
May.  
 
In addition to the theme of getting ready for year 11, I have started discussions with Mr Eldon and 
Mr Senior around prefects for September. I have lost count of how many emails I've had regarding this; so 
many of your children are eager to be Head Boy/Head Girl and/or prefects that I think it's so important that 
we get this right. We want this role to be meaningful and special next year. Once we have discussed our 
initial thoughts and ideas we will of course share this with the pupils and ask for their input too! With this in 
mind, I've asked pupils who are interested in this role to think about what it means. What does the role of 
prefect play in school? What do you envision this role to entail? This is a great discussion starter for 
yourselves to have with your children and pass on your own ideas! 
 
And finally from me, I'd like to thank you all for adhering to the social distancing guidelines set out from the 
Government. I know it can't be easy keeping 14 and 15 year olds occupied and indoors but it really is vital for 
our future and to protect the NHS.  
Keep well and safe and in contact with myself and school should you need anything. 
 
Mrs Henzell 
 

Year 11 Update 

The Easter break has come to an end and we are now into the final full term of the academic year. I hope all 

our year 11 students and families had an enjoyable and safe Easter break under the challenging 

circumstances.  

Three areas to lockdown success for you child 

1. Remote learning – sharpening the saw! 
2. Be proactive – start with the end in mind  
3. Self-help- production capabilities 

 

1. Remote learning 
 

Virtual learning has taken off this week with many year 11 students accessing the remote learning classes 

provided by the academy teaching team. I am so proud to report that many students are keeping mentally 

active in preparation for college with Further Maths led by Dr. Patrick Nizeyimana. This has been key when 

bridging the gap between GCSE and A level Maths. 



 
 

Our head of the maths department Ms Murphy highlighted two students in particular.  

‘Two students continuing to excel in their motivation to learning are Faisal Ali and Mohammad Khan Kausar. 

In Maths they have both worked hard and shown determination during these difficult times.’ 

 

2. Be proactive 
  

Alongside the Academy support, students can take advantage of their time at home by being proactive and 

take measures to set challenges and access material linked to their proposed college pathways. Students 

must maintain a routine and actively plan daily/weekly objectives. 

 

Students can: 

 Contact their chosen college/apprenticeship provider and keep regular contact with departments 
they will eventually be a part of 
 

 Use online resources to research courses/subjects’ specifications 
 

 Create reading and resource lists to promote a wider understanding of the course/subjects to be 
studied at college 

 

 Build a network of friends who are studying the same post 16 options via various media platforms to 
facilitate common knowledge. Follow college/institutions social media for live updates 

 

 Tackle open book past papers 
 

 EAL – We encourage students to talk in English during school hours where possible to ensure they 
continue to practice and develop English language skills. Also, students should take advantage of 
bespoke work packs that have been posted directly home. 

 

3. Self-help – productions capabilities 
 

There are numerous links and agencies working alongside the academy to ensure our students are 
supported through this difficult time. Set time aside to check in and TALK. In order for our students to 
maintain balance they must promote self-help. Routine and balance are key, regular exercise, good 
nutrition, and allowing time for fun activities and staying connected with friends and family. 

 



 
 

 

 

Over the next term I will be relaying information, setting challenges, cooking ideas, live P.E classes, 

uploading games and activities via all the Academy’s official channels. 

 

 

 

 

LIVE P.E 

 

 

 

Now is the time to ‘Get the Edge’! While some will see this as an opportunity to take the foot off the gas, it 

is the proactive student that will self-reflect, self-regulate and interdependently work with the academy staff 

to ready themselves for the next eventuality. 

If any parent or student need any help or support, please feel free to contact me: 

darren.clarke@manchester-academy.org 

Stay safe. 

Mr Clarke. 
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